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Clowns on Parade… 
…Is not a reference to shirtless, breast-plated, headdress-wearing, torch-bearing chiefs 
bringing braves and princesses to a Council Ring.  Rather, it is the theme of this year’s 
La Grange Pet Parade, May 31st.   Come join the Federation float (location TBA), or, 
do as many of our tribes do and enter your own tribal float! 
 
To learn more about times, parade routes, registering a tribal float, etc, go to 
www.lgpetparade.org.  As the date approaches, visit our web site, www.yigp.org and 
watch for updates regarding the location of the Federation float.  
 
By the way, you can leave the breastplate, headdress, and torch at home and, for heaven’s 
sake, please wear a shirt (and maybe your vest as well). ☺ 

 
What do these Guys Have in Common? 
 
Joe Girardi, Bob Brenly, Gary Gaetti, the Reuschel Brothers… 
And, no, Cliff Clavin’s Final Jeopardy answer, “Who are 3 guys that have never been in 
my kitchen?” is not correct. 
Kirby Puckett, Mike Schmidt, Neal Cotts, Don Kessinger… 
These are all men who played in the CICL while in college.  The CICL gives college 
ballplayers an opportunity to play in professional-styled games, with wooden bats and 
paying spectators.  Few people know that we have a CICL team just 15 minutes away, the 
DuPage Dragons. 
Kenny Holtzman, Art Howe, Joe Niekro, Kevin Tapani… 
The Federation will be attending a Dragons game on Monday, June 9th, 7:05 pm, at their 
home stadium, the Lisle-Benedictine University Sports Complex.  For only $17.50 per 
person, you will receive a ticket, parking, and an all-you-can-eat buffet with hot dogs, 
brats, burgers, chips, and pop.  Enjoy fan-friendly activities such as running the bases and 
getting players’ autographs.  They even have a Moon Jumper for the kids!  What a deal! 
Keith Moreland, Jeff Fassero, Denny Doyle, Mike Huff… 
Just fill out the enclosed entry form and send it in or phone it in right away.  Should you 
decide to buy a ticket on game day, the price goes up to $20.  *As an added incentive, we 
will be drawing a name from all entries prepaid by June 6th.  This lucky family will 
participate in an on-field promotion and throw out the first pitch!  So, sign up today! 

http://www.lgpetparade.org/
http://www.yigp.org/


Our Final Fundraiser of the Year 
Looking for one more opportunity to hang with some Federation members, play a 
relaxing 9 holes, have a crack at some fabulous raffle prizes, enjoy a good meal and 3 
hours of open bar, all for the low low price of $55?  Then look no further than the Prairie 
Trail Federation Golf Outing, Friday, June 13th, at Flagg Creek Golf Course.  We 
welcome golfers of all skill levels (Really!!), and we promise you a duffin’ good time! 
 
Can’t attend but would like to help anyway?  There are several donation and hole 
sponsorship opportunities.  See the enclosed flyer and contact Mr. Rodriquez today!   
 

Coloring Contest!! 
Finally, after months and months of waiting, we received the new Coloring Contest 
Winner Patch…..almost.  But it is definitely en route, and here’s the proof: 
 

This is the patch that our current and former contest                                                                  
winners will be sewing onto their vests, just as soon                                        
as I mail them out.  Speaking of winners, here are                                       

                                    our final winners of the 2007-2008 school year:   
                                    Nick McColgan (Little Bear) of the Winnebago  
                                    Guides and Talya Nelson (Hollow Log) of the  
                                                            Sioux Princesses.  How How! 

 
Some Final Tips from Uncle Grinding Owl: 
The end of the school year has just about arrived.  Soon you will be going about your 
summer schedule: camps and enrichment programs, neighborhood pools, vacations and 
family cottages.  Before we meet again in the fall: 

• Have one more tribal meeting.  My tribe has an annual “Six Aims Meeting” 
each May.  We meet in a park, assign 6 families as “Aim Leaders” who each 
recite an aim, discuss what it means and how we can incorporate it into our daily 
lives.  Kids who recite all six aims earn a patch.  Then we practice Aim #6 by 
cleaning up the park. 

• Achieve Honor Point status.  Or, if you have fulfilled the requirements, make 
sure your points are reported to Mr. Blackburn, honor.points@yigp.org. 

• Check the web site, www.yigp.org. The next Smoke Signals will be heading to 
your mailbox in mid-July, but information on campouts and fall events may 
appear on the web site prior to that time.  After the school year starts, the Bike 
Hike, Trailblazer Campout, and a smattering of Guide and Princess campouts 
begin almost immediately. 

• Get Registered.  Registration forms will arrive in your mailbox soon.  Fill them 
out and mail them in ASAP.  Timely registration helps immensely with the 
program planning process. 

• And, finally:  Pals Forever! Friends Always! 
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