
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By Grinding Owl (Doug Ashburn - Seneca Princesses)     (708)482-3531    e-
 

mail: ashburns@sbcglobal.net 

 
New Year’s Resolution Idea from Grinding Owl 
Late January is the time for resolution-breaking, so give up on the diet, quit brown-
bagging lunch, and start piling clothing atop the treadmill again.  How about replacing 
these disingenuous pseudo-resolutions with one you can keep, like this one:  When you 
open up the Smoke Signals each month, have a calendar in front of you!  We enclose 
a lot of dates and information on upcoming events each month, but it can be 
overwhelming.  Just jot down the dates or plug them into your favorite electronic device.  
As the event date or signup deadline approaches, check the web site, www.yigp.org.  
It’s all there! 

 
When the Weather gets Cold, Federation 
Trailblazers Heat Up! 
The Prairie Trail Federation Trailblazers have so many cool events; it’s hard to keep up.  
And, remember, all Guides and Princesses 4th-grade and up possess a dual membership in 
our Trailblazer program! Here is a sample of what’s on tap: 
 
Trailblazer Ski Trip 2009.  Nation Chief Tony Nilles has once again cooked up a fun 
afternoon/evening at Sunburst Ski Area, February 7th.  It’s easy, too.  You simply board 
the luxury motorcoach (with onboard movies and restroom facilities), relax with your 
buds, ski, snowboard, and/or tube as much as you want (lift tickets provided), have a nice 
meal, and relax again in the luxury motorcoach (more onboard movies).  Check out the 
enclosed flyer and sign up today.  As the guy says on the AM radio ads, “It’s the biggest 
no-brainer in the history of the earth!” 
 
Whirlyball!!!  This game is a hoot, and the Trailblazers are going again, March 15th. 
If you’ve never played Whirlyball, you’ve got to see it to believe it!  You play a 
basketball type game with mini-lacrosse sticks, while driving a bumper car.  Crazy, nutty 
fun!  Check out the enclosed flyer and sign up today.    

 
 
 
 

 Aim of the Month #4 
Part 4 of a six month series highlighting the Six Aims., the guiding principles of the Guide 

and Princess programs.  Each month we will discuss a different Aim. 
 

Aim #4:  To listen when others speak. 
 

Flip to the back page to learn more about Aim #2 
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On Your Mark, Get Set, Go… 
…to the annual Prairie Trail Federation Pinewood Derby, to be held at Lyons 
Township South Campus on Sunday, March 8.  This is one of the premier events of the 
year, and you do not want to miss it!  Car kits will be sold to your chief at our monthly 
Longhouse, or by contacting event chief Mike Klusendorf at Kluse40@comcast.net. 
Check out the enclosed flier and get your car kits today.  See you at the finish line!   
 

Fifth Annual NCAA Men’s Fellowship Night 
Did someone say, “fifth?”  April 4th is the date for our annual evening of basketball, 
cards, a few cigars and, yes, a modicum of potent potables (look it up in a dictionary if 
you don’t know what I’m talking about).  Anyway, as of press time, the details were still 
being ironed out but, for now, mark the date on your calendars and watch for details. 
 

Golf Outing?  Why are you Plugging a Golf 
Outing at this Time of Year?  
For the simple reason that we already know the  
date, which will be Friday, June 19th (Father’s Day 
Weekend).  So save the date and start planning 
your foursome.  Flagg Creek is the place for a fun 
afternoon of golf, drinks, dinner, and prizes. 
 
Speaking of prizes, if you would like to donate  
something, or if you would like to become a hole sponsor, please contact event 
coordinator Alan Rodriguez, at ARLagrange@aol.com. 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
  
 
 

Happy New Year from the Prairie Trail Federation! 
 

 

Aim #4 – Listen when others speak. 
Part of our job as parents, coaches, and chiefs is to help foster self-esteem in our children.  But, 
have you noticed that some have perhaps a bit too much self esteem?  I have.  Unfortunately, 

there is a fine line between self-esteem and self-centeredness.  Self-centered people view 
communication as a one-way street.  Nothing you may have to say is as important as what he or 

she has to say, so interruptions are frequent. 
But, if you never listen, how do you learn anything?  How do you get to know people, make 

friends, and share experiences?  It has been said that the best listeners make the best speakers, for 
one is only qualified to speak with authority after much listening and learning. 

Furthermore, being silent, thoughtful, and reverent while others are speaking is a proper way to 
show respect for your fellow man.  We will discuss this concept in detail in the next issue. 

 
Next Month: Aim #5, To love my neighbor as myself. 

Coloring Contest Corner: 
 
Congratulations to this month’s winners, 
Lauren Callahan (Squeaking Mouse) of the 
Mohican Princesses, and Katie Wilson 
(Twinkling Star) of the Buffalo Princesses.  
How How!! 
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